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OLC 78-3157 
11 October 1978 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Michael Malanick, ADDA 
G 


OGC 


Coordination and Review Staff 
Office of Legislative Counsel 


SUBJECT > Chronological History of Purchase of Hillside 
, Safes Through GSA 


1. In late September, we received a telephone request from 

Pete Roman, on the staff of the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Subcommittee on Federal Spending Practices and Open Government, 
who reported that he had received an anonymous tip that the 
Agency had "half a warehouse full of defective safes from a 
subsidiary of Art Metals Corporation.'' Roman said that he had 
also been provided the names of two Agency employees who could 
provide him the details about these safes. After a discussion 
with Mr. Malanick, we décided and Mr. Roman agreed that at this 
time it would be better to make arrangements to provide him the 
pertinent documents on this matter. 


2. On 2 October, Mr. Malanick provided this office with 
23 documents which provide a chronological history of the purchase 
by CIA of Hillside Safes (a subsidiary of Art Metals Products). 
On 6 October, the undersigned showed Mr. Roman the 23 documents 
with the instructions that should he want any of these documents 
they would be released to him in an unclassified version and that 
the names of Agency employees would be deleted as appropriate. 
Mr. Roman concluded that he wanted the entire package of documents. 


3. The release of document number 1, which was originated 
by the Department of State, was approved by Mr. James Kolesnik, 
Chief, FOIA Office of Security, Department of State. The 
release of documents numbers 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 was coordinated 
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with Mr. Paul H. Riley, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Manpower, Reserve Affairs and 
Logistics, Department of Defense. Neither Mr. Riley nor 

Mr. Kolesnik had any objection to our releasing these 
documents to Mr. Roman in their entirety. 


4. At the request of Mr. Malanick, the names of Agency 
employees, except for Messrs. and Howard STA 
Osborn, have been deleted from these ; . Malanick 
reviewed the attached material for classification purposes and 
determined that the Agency originated documents could be released 
to Mr. Roman in an unclassified form and those documents which-~ 
bore classification markings or internal handling markings 
have been re-marked and declassified accordingly. 


5. Attached is a set of the documents as they will be 
passed to Mr. Roman. Your concurrence on the release of this 
package is requested. When these documents are provided to 
Mr. Roman, we will request that no public use be made of these 
documents without prior clearances from the Agenc 
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STATEMENT BY[___—~—~—~—~—S—S=«@d «SCA, SAFE TECHNICIAN 


at 


Sometime in September 1969,[ ~+|received approxi- STAT 


“mately 130 Hillside Class VI filing cabinets. It is my responsi- | 


bility to inspect these units before putting them in stock for 
subsequent issue. Upon my inspecting a number of these units, 5. 
determined that a lot of them were very shoddy in construction: 
locks were loose; there were sharp edges on the drawers and 
cabinet structures; many sharp edges on weldments; and the metal 
cover latch scraped the latch hole and developed jagged metal 
burrs. It was also noted that these cabinets did not meet the 
specifications of AA-F-358e Int. Specifically, I took exception 
to the fact that it was possible to secure the lock drawer with 
any other drawer open three inches or less from the fully closed 
position. Also, drawer pulls were loose, latches were not in- 
stalled properly, and the drawer metal covers were in a partially 
open condition when the drawer began its opening cycle prior to 
depressing of the latch. ; 


Ramee + 


cern, it was apparent that I had to have help from the Office of 
Security, Technical Branch (OS/TB). Mr. land Mr. | 
of the OS/TB inspected some of the Class VI cabinets at 

and agreed that action must be taken by our Agency to get G to 
take back all of the 130 units and return them to Hillside Metal 


Since all of the aforementioned problems were of major con-— oTy,T 


Products for repair, etc. Through the remainder of 1969 and 


early 1970, various efforts were made to correct the problem with 


Hillside. Sometime in early 1970 the Safemasters Company was 


contracted by Hillside to correct deficiencies we had cited. 
Safemasters Company only repaired and tried to correct those 


deficiencies that GSA instructed them to, and this left many 


faults uncorrected. After inspecting the repairs made by the 
Safemasters Company, I was still not satisfied that the cabinets 


-would stand up’ under field operating conditions and so informed 
Mr. Brown, Quality Control GSA representative through their Unit 


at Crystal City in Arlington, Va. I was told that the repairs 


made by Safemasters Company were all of the repairs that were 
going to be made, and that everyone else; DOD, Navy, Army, etc. 


were accepting the cabinets (as modified). I still insisted 
that they were inferior in construction and would not meet our 
requirements. Furthermore, I learned it was practically impos- 
sible to procure any spare parts for these units. Since our 
Procurement Division told me that the Agency was going to accept 
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these units as is, I again turned to our OS/TB and they put 
me in touch with a Mr. Klekner, Physical Sécurity Branch, 
Office of the Provost Marshall General, on April 1970, at the 
Pentagon to discuss these Hillside Class VI cabinets. On the 
morning of 8 April 1970, I received a phone call from Chief, 
Natericl Facilities Branch,[—————sftell ling me that 
"forget the meeting at the Pentagon with DOD, it had been 


cancelled." 


ee 
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As a_means to clarify certain statements (Attachment 3) 
the undersigned contacted 
October 1978. The following repre- 
sents a recap of his comments. 


(a) pepe tnas Statement 


"Since our Procurement Division told me chee 
_ the Agency was going to accept these units --." 


STAT - -- It is — recollection that, after a 

' months of effort with all the parties involved to | ee ce 

reject the safes, the supply system found itself ee 

: without safes to issue. Under the "low bidder" 
concept, any attempt to order additional safes 
through GSA would result in the delivery of addi- 

= tional Hillside safes. Therefore, to meet existing 
needs the system had no choice but to neeSDe and 
issue the Hillside units. 


Original Statement 


(b) 


"I received a_phone call from Chief, Materiel 
ISTAT Facilities Branch, telling me ‘to 

forget the meeting at the ae with DOD, it had 
been cancelled’. a 


STAT _ It is[____]recollection that the Chief, MFB was 


then Mr. - : _| who retired some four or five years 
ago and is not now in the immediate area. 


STAT [sd stated that he did not wish to imply that the 
meeting was cancelled under questionable circumstances. He 
merely wished to state that it was cancelled for reasons 

that he is unaware. He stated that at the time he accepted 
the cancellation as one of those things, i.e., conflict with 
other meetings, illness or possibly a security issue. 


Chief, Supply Division, OL 
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Services Administgation contends that 
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“ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSS 


" . - 


WASHINGYO?, D.C, 20301 - . eo 


" nstantanions AND 103 ISTICS 7 . . DP 


Mr. Lewis E. Spangler 


Acting Commissioner a a —_ _ - ; 
Does Federal Supply Service . . a oo a eS 
; co ).  ° General Services Administration _ oo . ey 
; ~~ Washington, D. C. 20406 ~ 7 te | 
Be a : 


Fo. J) Dear Mr. Spangler: 


fi “2. The Class VI’ security File container manufactured by Hillside Metal 
"cs... Préducts Company continues to be a matter of concern to the Department | 
. of Defense. Since receipt of the 4 June 1969 letter from your Acting ° 

oo 2 Assistant Commissioner for Procurement to the Department of the Army 

t.s os” regarding this' matter, reports of operational deficiencies on this 

ee " container are still being received from Defense user elements. 


Pe To insure that these deficiencies were valid complaints, the Department 
2° of the Army conducted extensive laboratory tests of the Hillside Class ° 5 
. oVI security file container; the results are inclosed for your, informa- cote 
_ tion. . The tests, which were in accordance with procurement specifi- whe. 
-eations, confirm the fact that this container has serious deficiencies. °.. +: =. 
‘Only two. companies are currently qualified by you to manufacture Class fot 
+ VI security containers--Hillside and the Mosler Safe Company. We are - © 7 ) ? 
_-. currently conducting similar tests of the Mosler container; however, ee 
c1 to date we have not received any user complaints on the Mosler product. _ Q 


wo Mr. Conrad, Chairinan, of, the Interagency Advisory Committee on 1 Security 
°° Equipment, has informed the Department of the Army that the Hillside °. cbt 
9.» Metal Products Company has submitted a modification to their Glass VI «-:h Jos 
+ ol. .geeurity container which wilt terminate the use of the “sliding drawer 
‘ hood". According to Mr. Conrad, the General Services Administration : 
_has approved. this proposal. Prior to your acceptance of the new Hillside 
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: Uo: Class VI model, request that one or two of these units be made available Ea Sige a 


ure - to Defense for test purposes. In view of the past experiences, however, (°F U2-F 
“re'also request that the current Hillside "sliding drawer hood" model oe 
Class Vi container, be removed from your "Qualified’Products List" as 
“" goon as. possible. Immediate action will stop additional numbers of this 


ek model from entering the supply systen. 
teiiars gM at of : ; / . ee . 


., Since many of the Hillside "sliding drawer hoo@" model are in use by 
| Defense activities, it is requested that you determine the availability. 

and feasibility of a modification kit which could be made available to 

current Defense users. When applied, the kit should either eliminate 


: the need of the “sliding drawer hood" or prevent its removal: from the 
. “) eabinet. 0 eo ae Pigs caplet 
Ee The U.S. Amy has been engaged in the testing and evaluation of secure 


containers nd locking devices for several years. Should your office 
have ‘a néed for use of these test facilities to assist your program, .- 


<= please-let us“know. | ; _ ae . 
ss The Department of Defense is curtailing further procurement of all 2) - 
12. .4. Class VI; security containers from GSA until such time as the new Hillside | a 
a2, model is, found to be acceptable, and pending receipt of favorable test. 30... 8 
-' results ‘of the Mosler Class VI container. ~ ac 
. We’ appreciate your understanding of our concern in these matters. . 
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a SUBJ ECT: Glass" 6 aed Cabinets ses 
oe ve S, feny Natick Laboratories, Natick, Mass, 017606 


\* TO; The Adjutant General, ATTN: AGAR-S, Department of the Army, ” 
Washington, DC, 20315 eae, : - 


as ‘In adeovaance with para 3 of basic letter teste were ‘performed on. 


4 sare os Hillside Metal Products Class 6 Security Cabinet Ciodel 6-69, Serial 

Ls gee No, 16242) to establish compliance to specification AA-F-358e5 a 

a re ; 5 . : ; 

Ee oN ae es 
: ok i eee As Specification AA-F-358e does: not stipulete design criteria, : 


the metal cover eal is considered acceptable, 
b, “The 30,000 cycle. test of the drawer and the retal cover was 
‘~performed simultaneously as specified in paragrapli 4,4,4,2 Service 
-“Tests. ‘At the 10,000 cycle point the drawer operating force test was 
“conducted and Pound to be fourteen (14) pounds (specification require. 

oS “ment ten (10). pounds), The cycling test was terminated at this point 
as per requirements of this paragraph, . 
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ee: é ‘A drawer vas loaded with 80 pounds of paper in accordance 


ae of: the drawer segged 1/32 inch, causing the drawer to bing each time 
. the drawer was Crores 


Pa The cabinet was thoroughly inspected to ascertain its com—- 


which would create a safety eee to operating. Perey ‘were enOres: 


| Cea xo ‘aracpfedies on the seis ‘and cabinet structure, 

| a ue a s ee z : : 2 Sharp edges on weldments, 

| : sae fo ot r ne i, 
(3) The metal cover latch abraded the latch hole and developed = - 


Jagged metal burrs, ; : , . 
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with paragraph 4,4,4,1 Rack Test and during the cycling the front edge. 


: pliance to paragraph 3,16 Wotimanship and the. following deficiencies aed 
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“i: AMXRE-GSO_ ; 8 
: SUBJECT: Class 6 Security Cabinets : cas ee 
| = oo ‘ ; = : S : es! Eas : : - ee 7s ma ; | 
i, > .' + @, During the cycling test of the drawer and metal cover it was 
| °° ,% noted that the metal cover was in a partially open condition when the 


- '... @rawer began .its opening cycle prior to the depressing of the latch, 
, <1 This: occurred five (5) times during the first 100 cycles, “It is not 
' wee 2 Amown to what degree a defect of this nature may affect the security 
oe -" . > test require ements as ppecified in paragraph 4, 4o4e7e 1 and 4 eae tet 2 


Sureptitedtis and Forced Entry. _ ; BN te | 3 e 


” xo ES : af 
a” oe z : . 


uP "Due to the failure of this cabinet to meet the requirements of 
. Specification AA-F-358e it is concluded that this cabinet is considered 
‘ain’ inferior item and not. capable ‘of performing its intended BE SeeeHe 
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Pa SG NERAL, SERVICES ADMINIS 


ae ee Federal Supply Service 
7 Ge , oy ., * Waskington, D.C. 20108 
fay : - 
Fane a oe : | 
"sir. Poul BH, Riley : : ee 
| Deputy Assistant Sceretsry of Defense (1&Te). “ Be 
“ Yashangtons D.C. 20301 . ee? Los a ee 
. Dear vr. Riley: ween 7 eal Sa? Sey hes Peay 


" lipgs “is in reply to your Letter of February 2, and confirms 
ee the ‘results of the meeting which Hr. Ritter held with you 
on March 3,5 regarding seeurity cabinets. — ote a 


% 


la ae : ae ; : : 

_“gance Nx.’ Aversfelier yrove to you on June k, 1969, we have © 

. taken special precautions to insure thet securisy containers 
produced by Hillside Netal Products Compeny are satisfactory. 


foxr..egency use, both from the standpoints of the protection 


of classified Gata as well #5 design end yworkmenship. Since 
2. that time, we have received reports of deficiencies on lots 
* “of cabinets totaling 55 ovt of over 2,600 shipped by thet. 
7 company - In cages vhere deficiencies have: becn reported, - 
Segevective ection has been teken. : hoe 


“Because of the aissatisfection of sone agencies » particularly = 

he military services > Hildiside Notal -Proavets Company R&S wes 

opedepigned their eabinet to yenove the sliding nood which wes Mage See 

' gnstelled to offer protection egainst the surreptitious renovel’ 7 

ee of documents from the front of the cabinet. While this device - 

“provides , gin our opinion, & very efrective means of protection, 

: _ ft will be elinineted in & yedesigned enbinet which vill be | 
available as soon es the supply of the current model cabinets ~ 
has been exhausted. Approxinately 250 of these current nodel eas 

4. cabinets exe in the inventory of Hiilisice Metel Products chek 

__.  Gompeny et this tinc.- it is understood thet you will withdrew 

oY your objections to the yeouisitioning of these cabinets by 
‘the Department ef Defense ectivities » until the stock is. 

* exhausted, upon our sesurence that eech one will be given & 
fii end. detaired inspection prior to release for: shipment. 


gesigned cabinet vill >be available. 
: a - 


We invite representetives of the Department of Defense to 
participate in the testing of the cabinet at our Leporatory 
gn Franconia, Virginia, for ell operating eheracteristics and 


_ he examination for workmanship. Further, We invite your 


i — OS 
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ta, < Keep Freedom in Your Future With US. Savings Bonds i yo an 
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E,W adele. i if 
5 ee representetives ‘to perticipeate in the inspection of prodyct ion, 
; ' " model cabinets prior to accepta nce in order that we ney 
. _ develop & common approach to acceptance SUE REC EDORS : 
i ee ef anon oe 
s ' We have -requested the fanurneturer to exanine the possibiiit oy oo 
i . of G@eveloping a kit which could be used in the’ field, to 6 eee 
prevent the removal of the sliding hood. We are pise exanining ; 
‘) ‘. >; means of acconplishing this in our :own laboratory. We- expect, a ee 
i Ms . So learn in the very near future if this is possible and will ee 
i} 2. advise you accordingly... - ee : ond ae a i Che | 
ut Ye appreciate your assistence in uovine the existing stock of oe 
i 7 cabinets, and give you the assurance thet they will be satis- st 
; - factory. to your PECRCICE with the pes sible exception of the ss 
.. Bliding hood.. gh ey aay * =I 
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: MEMORANDUM FOR The Assistant Secretary of the Army (T&L) 


hoe SUBJECT: Class VI Security Cabinets - 
on . Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of a letter dated March.9,-°:". x. $ 
a ae “1970 from the Federal Supply Sexvice (FSS) of the General Services fee oaeg 
=} == < Administration concerning the Class VI security cabinets produced by the : 
+ Ye Hillside Metal Products Company. This letter is in response to our lettex a 
es “dated February 2, copy of which was furnished you, ve 


a In view of the responsibilities assigned to the Secretary. of the Army by. 
“DOD Directive 3224.3 dated June 3, 1964, "Physical Security Equipment; -- 


.¥  s Assignment of Responsibility fox Research, Development, Test and echt 
4 ' \y  *‘ Evaluation," it is requested that you consider the FSS proposals and, _ as 
a ‘if determined practicable, make the necessary arrangements with the 

_ FSS for accomplishing the proposed inspections. Pe ES ooo an 


7 i. Receipt ofa report of your findings and a recommended course of action | 
'. for the Department of Defense in this matter within 30 days would be 


- appreciated, ~ 
4, : 
. Enclosure 
~~ As Stated : : 
, ge | e *  PAUBMRRIEBEY 0, 
: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense “ 
| : (Su ply, Maintenance & Services) _ 
é . s a : i - : Boo 


is 
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20 November, 1569 
MEMORANDUM TO: curer,[ | 
FROM : SAFE TECHNICIAN] | 
SUBJECT : CLASS V (HILLSIDE) CABINETS | ae & | | 


Based on a recent examination of cabinets Stock number 7110-082-6112, 
manufactured by Hillside Products, Newark, New Jersey and furnished on Order £70~ 


W21022-wOlF, the following deficiencies were noted on 3 out of 5 of these unites 


1. Welds on inside of case at juncture of right side panel and top panel; 
the fillets measurements vary in depth from 1/4" to 1/2" . Of the total weld Length 
of 26" the weld fill metal is well joined to the side panel along it’s full length of 


- the weld(26"), but the weld fill metal fails to adhere positively for 15" of it's 


juncture with the top panel, _ , eee 


2o Welds on th inside of the case at juneture of rear panel and top panel; 


Fillet is irvegular and varies in depth as in #1 above. Of the total weld length 


of approximately 1932" the weld fill metal is well joined to the rear panel along . 
it's full langhiz of the weld (19%"), but the weld fd1l metal fails to adhere pos- 
itively for 8" of it's juncture with the top panel. 


3o Weld build up and slag deposits are in excess. S11 along the inside wehd 
portions where the sides and/or the top are joined excessive weld build-up indicates 


& non-positiye weld joint. 3 ae 


4, SUSPENSION TRACKS: The "JU" shaped metal tracks welded into each side of 
the interior of the cabinet is of a light guage metal, inadequate to withstand the 
wear whick is ultimately certain to result from field use. _ 


5. SUSPENSIONS: The roller pheela of the suspensions are inadequately lub- 
ricated as received and -are not possesed of sufficient strength to withstand the. 


wear to be expected from field use. 


GENERAL: HEIGH?-~It was noted that the height of the 4 drawer Hilleide unit is 
4". The construction used would require 574" over-all height for a 5 drawer unit. 


‘The Federal Specifications &o not permit this much height, therefore this Hillside 
Manufacturer cannot furnish 5 drawer cabinets should we require them. This also 
vould mean having more than one make of cabinet (instead of standardizing), with 
the requirements for spare parts to be increased accordingly. 


LABEL: It was noted that the protection layel designated 20 man minutes 
against surreptitious entry protection. The Federal Speeificatio,s requires 30 
man mninutes against surreptitious entry o é 


é 


-[__Jnot be issued for overseas U5Co 


eT el saad FCoE as Weary ees ee 
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HARDI'LATE: In frost of combination lock consists of 2 pleses each i" thick. 
It appears extremely doubtful that this would furnish sufficient protection to 
vithstand a 10 minute forced entry teste ; 


. UALITE CONTROL: It was noted that in dis-assembling the lock the splane keys 
vere able to be palled out by hand, which would definitely throw the lock combination 


out of calibration after the lock was used a few timess Also the hardplates and the 


Jock mounting plate (four scress which hold the lock rigid) just float freely inside 
the drawer head. ‘The rigidity can only be accomplished thes the drive cam is screw— 
ed onto the spindle and the. spline key inserted and tightened, thus preventing the 
lock mounting plate from shiftinge It is highly improbable that these plates will 
not shift €uring shipment thus causing a bind and also where the threaded spindle 
goes through the plates, there will be a tendency for this apindle to bind on the 
free floating ha#dplates, It was also noted that all four lock case screws were 
loose at least a % to }2a turn and on some a full turno 


CONCLUSIONS: ‘The under-signed does not belisve that the cabinets manufactured 


‘by Hilidide (clase V), could pass the test for Forced Entry prescribed in the Federal 


Specifications, either from the standpoint of hardplate protection around the conb- 
ination lock or from a chisel and sledge attack along the welds where the top panel 
in fastened to the case. Neither could this suspension and tracks withstand the 
50,000 cycle test as prescribed in Federal Specifications AAF~358-E and changes. 
There definitely appears to be sufficient doubt as to the ability of this Hillside 
Class V cabinet to pass the required teats and as far as the u,dersigned is con= 
cerned I personally recommend that they not be considered acceptable for our Agency 
USGe ; : : 

- > RECONMENDATIONS t 1s . ; 

ye 1. That further procurement of the Hillside Class V cabinets be suspended 
pending a re-test by some testing akency or by our own agency. 


2. ‘hat appropriate bests be conducted and compileddom oné or more of STAT 
cabinets now on hand at fap ° ghd tw : 
"3, ‘That all Hillside Class V tabinets now in gteck either here ay | 


a 
: ee: 
us 


| STAT 


TECHNICAL INSFICTOR : 
STAT 
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- oo of va . : » ees 1969 
MEMORANDUM TO: CHIEF, a) Ue a 
FROM 2 SAFE IRCHNICLAN, [=]. |. e 
SUBJECT : VISIT’ TO BUREAU OF STANDARDS’ 20 VIEW & TESTED ‘HILLSIDE CLASS ¥ 
AG 
ae _ 
On the ith of December 1969 I Pebounediea tes) . Hr. | ‘land Mre 


from the Physical See. Division to inspect a Class V Hillside cabinet 

ore turned but to be the one that wag submitted for testing for acceptance, 
by Hillside metal products of Newark, N.J. T he unit was apparently teated by 
a Mr. Williard (new deceased). Upon close examination of this cabinst, which 
was a 5 drawer Class V, it was found that the type of drawer suspensions used 
‘in this test model were not the same as those drawer suspensions which came eq- 
uipped on the Class V Hillside Cabinets which were deliyered to our[____] of STAT 
which 5 were tran-shipped here to[__] We were also invited to look at a Hillside 
Class 6 cabinet while we were there and after close examination of this Class 6 
Capinet it was quite apparent that the suspensions deliyered with our Class V's 
from Hillside were identical to the suspensions on EHS Class 6 Hillside. m=ximimd 
roe . 7 

It was the concessus of Mr. | ; Mr. | . tr.) and myself that 
we should ask GSA to run a cycle test on one of our cabinets here at o see STAT 
whether or not the suspensions we had delivered with our Hillside Class V's will 
hold up. Mr. Bland and Mr. Harold of GSA agreed to run this test and it was at 
this point that we terminated our visit-and returned to our respective buildings. 


Since it is not possible for me to preclude whether or not the difference in 
the type of suspension between the Class V submitted for test and those delivered. 
to ue was intentional or accidental it casts a shadow of doubt in my mind as to 
whether or not thevaabinet originally delivered to Mr, Williard at the Bureau of 


Standards is of the same specifications as the Class V cabinet delivered to our 
Agency. _ : ; : 


1 
According to Mr.j; ‘o£ our Physical Security Division it is practically 
impossible to procure any written reporta on the results of the testing by Mr. 
Williard of the Bureau: on’ the Hillside Class V cabinet. It is only SOP that 
whenever a cabinet submitted for test fails and the manufacturer insists on a 
written report is it customary to produce such a report of the results. 


RECOMMENDATION: ‘That we request GSA to run the cycle test and mogsi a re- 
teating of the Class V Hillside Cabinet as a whole. STAT . 
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1 July 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD . sho 4 seghcie 


To 


SUBJECT: Inspection of Hillside Class V Cabinets[ SSS STAT 


22 thru 28 June 1970 


fe 
grt 


A total of 55 cabinets were inspected, 


Purpose of Inspection: To determine the condition and availability of the 
55 cabinets which were sent to by STAT 
Hillside Metal Products, nanel 5 security Cabinets, 


Persons contacted: Mr.| i, sels —ocr—tse —— STAT 
Mr. Joe Lawless, > ae 
_ Mr. Baines,[—— oa 


Upon ny arrival at the GSA Depot on 22 June, where the STAT 
cabinets had been sent from I contacted Mr. Lawless from STAT 
the Washington office of GSA Qulaity Control. was ascertained that Mr. Lawless. 


had been experiencing difficulty with various stages of his quality control 
inspection and that the Hillside mechanics who had been there two weeks prior 

to 22 June were in the process of adjusting and repairing numerous discrepancies 

in the cabinets, The following remarks are some of the typical discrepancies 

that occurred, and in a forthcoming report by Mr. Lawless, which will be more 
detailed, a more complete and concise account of these discrepancies will be - 
fiven. é 


Drawer pulls: Many drawer pulls were loose and bent, even before I had started 
my inspection, These were supposed to have been corrected the week previous 
to my arrival. 


Drawers: 60% of the’ drawers would not pass the 10 1b, pull test on the 
mechanical force gauge. This also was supposed to have been checked and 
- corrected prior to my arrival. 


Dial spindles: 85% of the dial threaded spindles were too short, showing only 
about 2 or 3 threads caught or made up into the drive cam, This negated a good 
bind when the spline key was driven in, 


Drawer facings: Many of the drawer facings which house the drawer pulls and 
thunb latches were tack welded at the bottom corners which made it necessary to | 
chisel away the welds to get the drawer facing to come off for replacement of 
either the latch or the pull. Incidentally, this would be a tedious job in the 
field without specialized equipment. : 


fe 


. 
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“SUBJECT: Inspection of Hillside Class V Cabinets 


Pull back springs: The pull back springs on all of’ the control drawer bolts 
Were mounted 1n the wrong position, most were corrected by Mr. Lawless and 


myself, 


Thunb latches: About 40% of the thumb latches presented a problem in that 
they would not hold or had a definite bind when an attempt to release them 


was made. 


Warped drawer heads: About 8 or 10 drawer heads were warped and had to be 
corrected by the liillside mechanics. 


Locking bars (left and ripht_sides): About 50% of the locking bar pivot 
(bottom) positions in the cabinet were lacking proper lubrication and contained 


weld slag. 


Weld build up: Weld build up on the bottom of the front welded plates of some 
of the bottom drawers was so great that it caused the suspensions to be forced 
upward as the drawer came to a full open position. 


Suspensions: - Actually this was the only part of the discrepancies that was 
corrected prior to my arrival. All of the old light rollers were ground .cut 


of the suspensions and new ballbearing type were reinstalled, The major 
portion of the Hillside mechanic's time was taken up with this operation, 


On 23 June, new dials and spindles were ordered from Sargent and Greenleaf, 
and they were flown in on 24 June. These new spindles were found to be 1/4" too 
long. The Hillside mechanics worked after hours in their motel room so that 
they could cut off these spindles to the desired length ready to start on the 
job on the morning of 25 June, It.was hoped that with the two mechanics from 
Hillside and myself also helping, we could get a large part of the new spindles 
installed, but as it turned out only one Hillside mechanic could work on the 
spindle project due to the fact that all of the other problems in the cabinets 
still were not corrected, These were the problems pointed out by Nr. Lawless. 
Permission was requested through Mr. Baines, GSA Region 9, to enable the 
mechanics to work Saturday, 27 June, as it was quite apparent that we were 
not going to be able to wrap up the job on 26 June as planned, On Saturday, 

27 June, at approximately 3:30 P.M., all the spindles were reinstalled and all 
the other discrepancies were corrected, and all activities were terminated at 
this point. 


2 
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SUBJECT! Inspection of Hillside Class V Cabinets 


. we 


Recommendation: It is recommended that due to all the noted discrepancies 
end the problems involved in trying to exchange drawer heads or drawers in 
the field, and because of the initial poor workmanship and plant quality 

control, these 60 flillside Class V cabinets Pot be sent STAT 
overseas. It at all possible, request. should be made to GSA to return the 
cabinets for credit, Also, that any future procurement of Class V {lillside 


cabinets not be undertaken until it is ascertained by GSA and the Agency 
representative that future cabinets prove satisfactory for our needs. 


Mr. Lawless, GSA Quality Control, was not present for final check of the 
cabinets on 27 June as he was recalled for a meeting in Washington on 


26 June 1970. . STAT 


Technical Inspector 


This office wholeheartedly concurs with the pecommendation 
of] Further, as technical office for approving issuance 
of safekeeping cquipment for overseas Wis, this office will not approve 
the issue of Hillside Clasg 6 safes averseas, as there ig no capability 
to repair or service thern, | 


mre in 


; (Acting Chief 
Physical Security Technology Branch 


3 
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oo S MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Logistics’ 


i geppenrion _ + Chief, Supply Diviaton : 
a. o SUBIYCT - 3 SPocuremert and Iseurnce of Geearity 
A . a - | « Coxrtainers 

REFFRENCY : Memorandum for Director of Legirties 


| "Fe 4 > ee te Aye . from Director nf Sesuriiy dated 1¢ May 1953, 
| . s aor fs gubject: Procurement nad issuc: nee ¢ of 
ms s bce x A Bacurity Containers 


I, The murpase of thie mnem orandus!ie to cicte fae curres 
Citice of Fecurity policy Concerning the rrserremen:. of Se emeiny 
' containers, ao lact sct forth in the refereses2 rm emorancur Al 
of the arturity containers 2noreved for Bie eu RR are on the 
-. Federal fupnly Schedule, You may mate, Lowevoy, thrt there are 
. other contcincrs on the Federal Supaly Schedele of the same clase 
, and confiencation which thie officer’ Coes not ascorove for nrocure~ 
ment, This disanproval is bnoed on 2 PApt record af poor cuslity 
control, boor or nonesictact service fenirtsnents, en inadequate 
sepoly of svare oayte ond diffcelky cf maintenance outrige of the 


tamedizte Headquarters areca, a: . 


Security Conteiners Aoproved for -receremer?- 


Memfocturer Class fonfiaw uratior 

Dir bold & 2. &K and? drawer 
Mesler 5 ‘Mans and Clones 
wJosler 6% 2, esd § srewer 
Mosler . 6% | Masa end Maus 
Diebold 2 2 aad 4 drawer 


SSarrent and Greenleaf T-8450 series combination lock nrcferred- 
Mealer MR~302 combinnttan lock aceertabls, 


25X1 
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2. Ths loeuance of becurity containers beth oversess an? 
dorsestically remains the Ban:9 28 net forth in paregraphe 2 sad 5 
of tha referenced memorendam, Ag now classer sf containsra 
bacome avsilable cu the Federal Supply Schedule, this Office will 
evaluete their euitablilty for Agency use and update this memo- 


gendam accordingly. - > 
Ye . 
Howard J. Osborn 
Director of Security 
Distribution: ? 
Orig & I - Addressee [ 
}-D/S . 
‘2 - DD/PTOS 
: I~ PSTB/Chrono 


1 ~ PSTB/Reacing 


| OS:PhySD/PsTH| "(23 June 71; 
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12 APR 1974 
3 


Boo oN . : eee ie ¢. 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Commissioner, Federal Supply 
Service 
‘Genoral Services Administration 


Ageacy Position Concerning Single. 
- Versus ultiple Award for Security 
Containors 


oan 


SUBJECT 


1. At a 24 Sctober 1575 meetine of the Inter- 
agency Committee on Security Uquiprent, this Agency 
teok a position favorins muitinle award for procure- 
ment o£ security containers, On i April 1974, this 
Agency received a request froa the Committeo chairaan 
For a written confirmation of this position. Such is 
beiag provided herein, 


(2. Our experience has shown that the multiple 
award procedure encourages wanufacturer coupe tition 
and induces product versatility and nigher quality. 
As a consequonce it increases custener flexibility 


- in the use of containers. 


. 5. A progran involving a single procurement 
award would eliminate this flexibility. Inasruch as 
there is no commercial market for the higher priced 
fovernwont approved security containers, a number of . 


(current minufecturors have indicated that, in tie 
absence of a vovernient contract, it would not be 


cconomically feasible for them to continue to pro- 
duce tho containers and related parts. . 


~ 
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4. It is our considered judsnent that mul- 

tiplo award procurenent is necassary fer the continuce 
effective oncration of the sccurity equipment pro- 
prans of this Avency and the other menber acencies 

of tie Interagency Advisory Committee on Security 
Equipment. Accordingly, we strongly endorse the unan- 
inous reconmendation, by the Comaittee members on 24 
October 1973, that the sultiple award contract for 
approvod security containers be continued, 


25X1. 


Distribution: 


=~ Orig _« Adse 
= /1 = PD/OL 
1 - DD/PTOS 
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—. Ll - Subj 
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tion by the car load (47 files) is $14.00 per file as opposed to $41.00 
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Memorandum For: Chief, Logistics Services Branch, OL 


ah, 


_ Through : Chief, Security Equipment Branch, TSD/OS * - 


Subject ot Availability or Mosler Class-6 Security Files 


-. 4, As of 1 July 1975, Mosler Class 6 Security Files will no longer 
be available under Federal Schedule. A low bid contract for fiscal year 


4976 was awarded to Hillside. Mosler anticipates an 11 to 14 percent in- 


crease of price starting 1 July 1975, which suggests that any known re- 
quirements for Nosler Class 6 files os submitted prior to the end of Fiscal 
Year '75, A factor for consideration in this respect is that transporta- 


inadequate quality control. ‘whetner a ibaited purcnuse or hilisice products 
for test vurposes should be initiated in an effort to ascertain if the wits 
P 


- participation of General Services Adninistration--primarily a matter of 


will mest Organization requirements is a macter which we feel should be 


dcoferred to the addressees. Timely response to this request for guidence i, 
will be appreciated. . . ; . ! 


- : : “ee : ant . . a a 


ey) 


- 


*. 


‘Chief, Supply Uivision, OL 
Distribution: a ” | 
Orig & 1 - Addressee . 

'  - - C/SEB/TSD/OS 


1 - SB (official) 


oo ON 


OL/SD/SiB, (16 June 1975) - 
| 


nb pei Fr tie Ratt SHEA NS ad tele nee ia ites 
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either 
personally inspect each container st the assexzbly line, prior 
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MEMORAKDUM FOR: Chief, Supply Division ‘ -_ XY 
A | | Office of Logistics . a: 
SUBJECT = §—s«?-—s Procurerent of Security Containers = | 


. 4d. Historically, the Office of Security has tested and 
evaluated the various security containers on the Federal Supply 
Schedule to deterzine those nost suitable for Agency use and 
has advised the Office of Logistics of the specific containers 
approved for procurescat. In the past, tae reconrended coa- 
tainers have been procured by direct negotiation with the 
manufacturer rather than procured through GSA. This approaca 
has resulted in the Agency receiving the specific container 
Gesired and not a similar, but less desirable, unit that Sa 
may Substitute. because the Ageacy has been dealing with tic 
two main safe manufacturers, HKosler and biobold, since security 
containers first were placed on Federal Supply Schedule, an 
excellent rapport has been developed with these conpanies, re 
sulting in excellent service and, on many occesious, preferes 


- 
ej? 
tla 


treatnent. — 


_. Ze AS you are avare, Diebold, Inc. rakes the Class 5F 
security container which is the unit approved for overseas usc. 
By negotiating directly with Diebele, the Agency has received 
its containers in a tinecly manner at the same price as if pro- 


cured ae a more important, has been able to have 
or Hr. lof the Office of Losistics 


to shipnent to the Agency. Tunis latter procedure has had a. 
tajor inpact in assuring that containers reach the ficid tn 


‘proper working order. The cost and tinec-consuning effort 


iuvolved dn repairing safekceping cquipnent in the ficld caz 
be extrene, 2nd the efforts of these two gentlenen in assuring 
that every container shipped to the field is in conpletely 
satisfactory condition hes been a most rewarding action. 


3... The recent change of procuring the Diebold Class 5 


security container through GSA, relying only on their inspection, 
will not prove as satisfactory as direct negotiation. This 


Cecesied + - 28x1 


_OS-6-198_ 


eT 


eet tee ee 


‘where required. 


| oe /9 Jan 76 
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office is faniliar with the current GSA inspection progres, 
and 4t.is ovr firm cpinion that it is not as effective a5 

the inspections mace by Hessrs. and) Lyeno Tat 
the manufacturer nas indicated that, although our indivicudl 
inspection at tines has been frustrating to the Company, the 
Jack of complaints and preblens after the containers have. 


been shipped and placed in service has {sr overshadowed any 


initial inconvenience. Further, since this Agency is a prime 
conusuner of the Class S$ container, they encourage tie con- 
tinued direct procureneat and individual inspection. 


4. In light of the linited manpower of this office. to. 


service and raintain security equipnent on a worluwice basis, ~ 


any effort that can be made to assure proper operation of s. 
container prior te its reaching the fielc gereatiy reduces Gur 
workload and aliows us to provide ererpency TDY assistance 
Therefore, it is requested that procurement 
iners by this Agency continue to be hy direct 


It is firsly telieved tnat tne revards ci this proces 
the effort. 


Wee 


-peputy birector of Security (PTC: 


. 
° a 


£ 

4 

x 
4 
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09 JAN S75 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Supply Division, OL * 
SUBJECT . : Four-Drawer Filing Cabinets w/Combination 
Locks c 


REFERENCES . : (a) Memo dtd 8 Jan 76 for C/PhySD/OS from 
 " AC/SD/OL, same subject 7 


(b) Memo dtd 16 Jan 76 for C/SD/OL from 
DD/PTOS, subject: Procurement of 
Security Containers . 


(c) Memo dtd 23 Apr 74 for D/OL from D/OS, 
subject: Procurement of Security 
Containers 


(a) Memo dtd 1 Jul 71 for D/OL from D/OS, 
subject: Procurement and Issuance of 
Security Containers 


and to furnish guidance requested in reference a, it is 
requested that you obtain Mosler Class 6 containers, Stock 
in the quantity required. This will serve as a mechanism 
to fulfil the desired goal of eliminating the use of 
Remington Rand file cabinets outside of designated secure 
areas at the|  ———_—=i| Building. : 


; 2. Future orders of Class 6 four-drawer containers, 
both for use at 2 cee ne and for stock 
replenishment, should also be the Mosler filing cabinet, —_ 
capacity (legal) size, 4-drawer uninsulated, with combina-- 
tion lock, Class 6 (hand change Mosler lock), Stock No. — 
7110-00-920-9320, also obtainable through the Federal 
Supply Schedule. ; . 


3. With regard to the disposition of on-hand stock 
of the above items, it is requested that you retain the 


eo ° ~\ : 1 : = 

Approved For rdeabe 2007/03/28 : cikcabpaimauseumnntnnsoise 
seven Mosler Class 6 containers, 7110-00-920-9343, in 
depot stock to satisfy emergency issue requirements. 


4. The 29 Hillside Class 5E filing cabinets, Stock 
No. 7110-00-1102-654, currently on hand, may be issued 


when requisitioned for use in the Metropolitan Washington, <—— 


D.C. area only. The cabinets should not be issued for use 
overseas or in Metropolitan areas where floor loading is a 


problem. 


\ s 
‘Chief, Physical Security Division — 
Office of Security . 


Atts . Bee a 


, sats 
date 94-80 He 


f 

oa 
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_ DAILY ACTIVITY REPORT 
| F 3 May197600 


A stock replenishnent requisition for 32 Class SEG 


‘Jocks was placed with General Services Adninistration (GSA) 
several weeks ago. Since the Mosler class &, with hand oo = 
change lock, was a Federal Supply Schedule, the Mosler 

Hodel. was specified for procurement. | 


We hive now been advised that GSA did not place an vies : gts 


for the Mosler safes but Jelected to request bids On the 32 safes. 


| 

| 
. four-drawer £ filing cabinets (safes) with 3-way combination . be 
b - GSA advises that rt Metal Products submitted the low bid.’ 
| Art Metal Vroducts recently ‘acquired the assets of Hillside 
Products, the pec ious stfe MaNUtaCeUrer « . . 

| We ave had two "Hillside” safes on order since August 
1975 for the purpose of test and evaluation. Several delays 
have been encountered in trying to obtain delivery. GSA feo 
recently advised us that a stop order had been placed on these a 


i . 


two safes ostensibly because of the merger between Art » ts oes 


~~ 


usc Metal Eraducts: and Hillside. However, the matter is being = 
ursued further. (we HImVe Srvel Bere Be are Tee: wie ees 
PELIVERY Citern IP MAIIGY GF Sad? 


In the interim we are requesting GSA to withhold procurenen 


: J RES Es T 
Seer k Sdtoved Fot Rélkase2607/04/28 ° Cfa-KDPAIMo0980R001700020018-6 


Bees Cmasinvem reer ist Limi tans) 


, 
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Bae 
we do not wish to place an order for 32 Pree prior to 


conducting a comprehensive test and eva luation on the 


latest fodels manufactured by Hillside.  , g 


soe ee = 7 : 
' eee ee 


Stateaneously, with our grace replenishnent: PeeuSitLon for 


on 


32 cabinets, we forwarded an order for 80 of the seme cles & 


cabinets for Logisitcs Service Division's ‘Yequirements for 


the Headquarters Building. Art Metal was ‘also. low bidder 


on this solicitation. Go, He i we 
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Reference is made to attachment 19 and the statement 
following the name, \ “\ The statement includes a 
reference to an additional order for 80 safes. ; 


Beanination of existing stock record cards disclosed 
that the orders for 32 and 80 safes (actually 85 as reflected 
on the cards) were cancelled. 


It is the recollection of the undersigned that when 
advised that GSA had let both orders to Hillside, I directed 
to cancel both orders and attempt to work out some 
arrangement with GSA which would assure us that other than 


Hillside safes would be acquired for our use. 


Criét, Gupply Division; OL 
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DAILY ACT IVITY REPORT 


a mpepternet 1676 . 
"SUPPLY DIVISION Trin oF INTERE ie: a ok, 
The tio safes which were ordered ee Art Motal (Hillside) Inc. for 
evajuation in July 1975 were received on August 30, 1976. An initial x 


inspection by| and == indicates that both units do 
| , 


not meet specification veandanie, The units are apparently as bad as those 


STAT 


which were procured from the same corp@ny in 1968 (which are still in 
stock). 
7 A written re sport Listing the discrepancies willbbe forvarded to SMB by 
STAT - eed It mast eventually be decided whether to accept the less” 
| on the cost of these units or Acree to have the vendor re ocliy the 


‘discrepancies. 
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Chief, Supply Division, OL | DATE: 13 September 1976 
Chief, Supply Management Branch, SD/OL 


‘ bal a bi G - ; x a a . ¢ 


% 


SUBJECT: Inspection of Hillside Class #6 Security Cabinet. af STA 


¢ 


' In Yesvonse ‘to a request made by the leader of Team "C", 
7 safetechnician performed STA 


Cabinets. This was done because of the past poor performance of 
Hillside Cabinets and the Office of Security’s reluctance to accept 
them for issue. : 


2. Mr. | . 's report and associated photographs are 
attached. a 


TE Lette | 


| 


Un 

-f 

“i Approved For R ~CIAE 417000200 5. 
Poni by IS. Savings Bonds Regu arly on the Payroll Savings ft, 
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Inspection on Hillside Class #6 Security Cabinet (At Safe Shop a STA 


Combination Lock.+ 

1. Lock mounting plate loose which causes the lock to shirt. 

_2. Hard plates in front of lock case are loose and could cause hard plates to 
cut into the outer spindle and it could cause it to break in half. 


t 


Drawer Stops 
Draw stop on the side of the aca which is called the drawer body slide are set 


pOgHeee and would cause a safety problem and should be considered a safety hazard. 
Bolts and Handle | 
Bolt cam will clear the bolt lock when the arber is removed from the cam without 
retracting the lock bolt. : 
Drawer Suspension 


Drawer suspensions are not sturdy enough to carry the weight load as the weight 
is down and would cause the suspension to buckle and bind on the drawer. 


“Safe Technician 
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MEMORANDUM 


FROM ae 
zef, .<Suppliy Division, OL 


SUBJECT 2 HiIside Filing Cabinets (Safes) Received 
ie for Test and Evaluation Bian ays hee J 


“Memo dtd.16 Jan 76 for é/snfoL fm PD/S_ (PTOS) 
subj: Procusenen’ of Security Containers 


1. With the concurrence of your division in July 1975, 
we ordered two Art Metal Products (Hillside) safes for test 
and eveluation. After several delays, these safes were 
delivered and were svected by cur 
safe technicians, Messrs. n¢ The following 
discrepancies were Found: 


+, Be Four- -way conbinatien lock - the lock mounting 
plate was loose, This condition canses the lock te 

shift. The hard plates in front of the lock case are 
leose and could cause hard plates to cut into the outer 
spindle and cause it to break in half. 


b. Drawer stops - the drawer stop on the side of 


the drawer (which is called the drawer hody slide) is 
set too hich. situation causes a sefety problen 
-and is consid hazard. 


c. Bolts tandle - the bolt cam will ee the 


bolt lock Wi 


hoa” , 
retracting | ‘the 


arber is removed: from the mr without 


oe 


ad. Drawer suspen: “no the drawer suspensions are 
not. sturdy cnough to carry the weight load as the 
weight is down and could ceuse the suspension to 
buckle and bind on the drawer. 


* security containers per referee 

£& conduct 2. further evaluation. 
Cont snare Seaeienel above. Arranfenents can 
deliver the safes 
designer eC. 

J 9 
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BJECT: Hilisidé Filing Cab 's (Safes) “Received for 
teers and Evalua j 


3. Sinco these safes are on the Federal Supply Schedule. 
we would ¢ appreciate a written report of your evaluation. We : 
will arrange, to forward the evaluation report. to the General 
Services Administration. 


4, For additional information concerning delive ory - of 
the two safes to your dersonnel, please contact MP. 


Perrernceemeon mse 


De ne 
Oris § 1 - Addressee wle ref 
oO; ob/8D SMB (OEE: (Official) wlret 
re . 
oL/sp/su' .(26 Nov 76) 
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a: 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Supply Division; OL * | 
THROUGH -: Chief, Physical Security Division, 0S 


FROM Gees peat es 
_ Chief, Technical Security Division, 0S 


SUBJECT ‘Class 6 Security Containers Manufactured 
by Art Metal Products (Hillside) 


REFERENCE Memo dated 1 Dec 76 for C/PhySD from C/SD 
- subject: Hillside Filing Cabinets(Safes) » 
received for Test and Evaluation 


‘J. This office has reviewed the referenced correspon- 
dence and questions at this time whether additional testing 
of subject containers is warranted. It would appear that 
the deficiencies noted by Messrs. who 


- are, in the opinion of this office, quite qualirie per- 


form inspections of this equipment, provide sufficient 
cause for rejection of said containers. 


2. It is recognized that since the Class 6 security 

‘container manufactured by Art Metal Products (Hillside) is 

currently listed on Federal Schedule, a potential problem 

exists with regard to re-supply of this category of con- 

tainer. It is noted, however, that the Mosler Safe Company 

is also listed on Federal Schedule as a supplier of the 

Class 6 container. The difference between the containers - 

provided by ‘these vendors is found in the style of Group 1 

combination ‘lock: hand-change for Mosler and key-change 

for Art Metal Products. .As the product manufactured by 

the Mosler Safe Company is of known reliability and quality, 

this office would accept the Mosler Class 6 container with hand 

change Group 1 combination lock, rather than the preferred key- 
change lock on a cabinet which has a number of cited weaknesses 


3. As concerns correspondence with the General Services 
Administration, this office prefers that the Office of Logis- 
tics communicate directly to appropriate GSA elements the 
deficiencies noted by your Staff. Should this approach prove 


#34 UNCLASSIFIED! ee, ; 
Aikeaiaed, a | a as 
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unsatisfactory, please notify the undersigned and an attempt 
will be made through the Interagency Advisory Committee on 
Security Equipment to pursue this matter. 


Ye 


SSIFIED 
miby 


Approved For 
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UY 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY GSA.- 


Office of Legislative Counsel 


Washi : 
Telephone: 


Mr. Peter F. Roman. 
Subcommittee on Federal Spending | Dist: 
Practices and Open poy crea ; Orig - Addressee encre 
--Conm eo eee a 1 - OLC Subject w/encls 
United States Senate 1 - OLC Chron w/o/encls 
44 Capitol Hill Apartments —_ OLC:ABS: jms (12 Oct 78) 
Washington, D.C. nr: 
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OLC 78-3157/a | 


Dear Pete: 


Enclosed are 23 unclassified documents 
concerning CIA's. purchase of Hillside 
safes through GSA. We would be 
appreciative if you notified us before 
you make any public use of the information 
concerning this matter. Please feel free 
to contact me if you have any further 
questions. 


Sincerely, 
SIGNED 


ae =e 


Enclosures 


FORM © OLETE 
gee NOdS ceevioue 
EDITIONS 


a dy 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Office of Legislative Counsel 


Washinaton 


TO: Mr. Peter F. Roman 
Subcommittee on Federal Spending 
Practices and Open Government 
i n Governmenta j 
United States Senate 
44 Capitol Hill Apartments 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Pete: 


Enclosed are 23 unclassified documents 
concerning CIA's purchase of Hillside 
safes through GSA. We would be 
appreciative if you notified us before 
you make any public use of the information 
concerning this matter. Please feel free 
to contact me if you have any further 
questions. 


D 


Enclosures 


FORM CBSOLETE (40) 
6-68 1533 PREVIOUS 
EDITIONS 


oe 
2 8 3 te 
e za > ’ 
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DATE OF REQUEST 
12 Sep 78 


SUSPENSE DATE 


ron: BRS 1.4 ic 


| SUBJECT: 


Note to Peter F. Roman, Senate Governmental Affairs Subcommittee 
on Federal Spending Practices and Open Government, transmitting 23 
unclassified documents re CIA's purchase of Hillside safes through GSA 


Don Me ~~ Pele 1 lwav hone leas 
Khel) 


COORDINATED WITH (list names as well as offices) 
NAME OFFICE 


OFFICE 


OTG 


OFFICE 


_PA 


OFFICE 


OGC 


NAME 


Transmittal slip for your signature 


AMR LOOP Mii atalersial lala 
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Journal - Office of Legislative Counsel Page 5 
Friday - 22 September 1978 


17. (Confidential - MMP) LIAISON Diane LaVoy, House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence staff, called 
requesting NID coverage on Nicaragua between 13 and 22 September 
as well as a recently produced Interagency Intelligence 
Memorandum on Nicaragua. 


18. (Unclassified - ME) LIAISON/FOIA Upon receipt of 
a note from Heather Bernabo, in the office of Senator Claiborne 
Pell (D., R.I.), as to why we had not responded to a previous 
inquiry relating to a constituent, I called and informed her 
that I had spoken with her predecessor on 10 August 1977 and 
that I had asked that the subject inquiry be sent to my attention 
for processing, hence no response was necessary. Evidentally 
the file had not been properly noted to reflect my request. She 
said she also needed no written response to her current letter, 
but asked to be informed of the completion date of the subject 
appeal under the Privacy Act. 


19. (Unclassified - RJK) LIAISON Spoke with Jay Morgan, 
in the office of Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D., Mass.), in 
response to his earlier request about disposition of Agency 
staff cars. When the Agency is finished with staff cars they 
are turned in tga_GSA. Morgan was familiar with the process 
once cars have been turned in to GSA and he needed no more 
information from us. 


rederick P. Hitz 
Legislative Counsel 
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